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T R A N S P O R T  S T A T U S  

Air Transportation 2026
Rates Outlook, Trade Lane 
Status & Details
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Trade Lane Status
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

RED
Demand has exceeded 
available capacity

YELLOW
Demand is higher and/or 
capacity is limited

GREEN
Demand and capacity are 
at normal levels
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Rates Outlook
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

RED
Rates are increasing

YELLOW
Rates remain even

GREEN
Rates are decreasing
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Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Fl ights are st i l l  fu l l ,  but  manageable .

At  th is  t ime the area of  concern is  Thai land,  rates are st i l l  hold h igh

DetailsDestination StatusOrigin

LATAM
North 

America

We are seeing backlogs into LATAM, in  part icular to  Colombia 
(BOG,MDE,etc ) even express serv ice is  not  gain ing us space.

Europe
North 

America
Coming out of  the hol iday season and end of  4th qtr  we are st i l l  seeing 
ful l  f l ights . .  

Middle East
North 

America

Asia Pacific
North 

America

India
North 

America
Capacity  can st i l l  be an issue,  especial ly  for  the larger sh ipments and 
we are seeing a small  increase in  rates .

Africa & 
Turkey

North 
America

Capacity  is  good,  but  carr iers are st i l l  not  wi l l ing to  spot
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Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Many short  haul  routes are serv iced with narrowbody equipment,  
Alternat ively ,  Road Feeder Serv ice can cover the demand .

Rates are stable,  capacity  remains avai lable passenger a ircrafts  and 
f re ighters moving v ie Middle east  to  Asia i .  Some fre ighter capacity  has 
been cut .  
Middle East  carr iers are growing capacity  over the next  years .

Passenger rates have increased while st i l l  l imited trans -Atlant ic  
maindeck capacity  avai lable in  the market .  Deferred f l ights are avai lable 
at  lower costs .  MD -11 Grounding impacts the capacity  into  Latam

DetailsDestination StatusOrigin

North 
America

Europe Capacity  is  constra ined for  winter season.  Freighter connect ion capacity  
is  volat i le  and subject  to  demand f luctuat ions .  MD11 's  st i l l  grounded

EuropeEurope

Middle EastEurope

Asia PacificEurope
Outbound capacity remains avai lable ;  Many Asian carr iers st i l l  see an 
imbalanced demand for backhaul f l ights .  Rates hold a low level ,  Due 
congest ion in  West European region,  there is  addit ional  capacity  
deployed ex a irports in  Eastern Europe a irports .  

LATAMEurope

Africa & 
Turkey

Europe Rates are at  a  stable level , capacity  is  avai lable out  of  Europe,  demand 
is  expected to  remain stable for  next  months.

Europe India
Despite connect iv i ty  increases,  demand is  now outgowing the capacity .  
Rates are st i l l  at  the lower s ide,  but  s ignif icant ly  increasing compared to 
last  summer.
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Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Rates are stable, capacity  is  currently  st i l l  avai lable

Rates are stable, capacity  is  currently  st i l l  avai lable .

Rates are stable, capacity  is  currently  st i l l  avai lable .

Rates are stable, capacity  is  currently  st i l l  avai lable

Demand and  Rates  are increasing , limited capacity

Rates are stable, capacity  is  currently  st i l l  avai lable

DetailsDestination StatusOrigin
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Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Demand outpacing capacity  levels with rates trending upwards

Demand is  up compounded with Red Sea cr is is  pushing rates 
Northwards .

Adequate capacity but transshipment traffic putting pressure on available 
capacity and rates

Minimal capacity  avai lable ex APAC and f i rst  leg access to  EU/US a 
major challenge.  Rates to  LATAM are rocket ing and cont inues to  be a 
lucrat ive segment ex APAC.

Adequate capacity but minimal WB capacity available. Asian carriers 
displacing lower yielding Intra Asia volumes for higher yielding Trans -Pacific 
loads via their hubs putting pressure on rates

Air l ines l ike ET/TK increasing capacity  to  Afr ica/Turkey,  but  demand 
and rates outstr ip capacity  for  the t ime being

DetailsDestination StatusOrigin

USAAsia

EuropeAsia

Middle EastAsia

Intra-Asia & 
India

Asia

Africa & 
Turkey

Asia

LATAMAsia
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Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

The combinat ion of  decreased capacity  f rom the Middle East  and 
increased demand in  Lat in  America suggests potent ia l  upward pressure 
on rates .

Elevated rates and dynamic capacity  adjustments,  inf luenced by e -
commerce growth,  geopol i t ica l  tensions,  and disrupt ions in  marit ime 
shipping routes .  Strategic planning and f lex ibi l i ty  are essent ia l  to  
navigate th is  complex landscape effect ively .

Middle Eastern carr iers are expanding their  f re ighter f leets and 
opt imiz ing routes to  meet the growing demand on key trade lanes,  
including those connect ing to  India .

The Middle East  and Afr ica is  experiencing moderate growth,  inf luenced 
by infrastructure investments,  geopol i t ica l  factors ,  and evolv ing trade 
dynamics.

Elevated rates and dynamic capacity adjustments, influenced by e-commerce 
growth, geopolitical tensions, and disruptions in maritime shipping routes. 
Strategic planning and flexibility are essential to navigate this complex 
landscape effectively.

DetailsDestination StatusOrigin

LATAMMiddle East

North 
America

Middle East

EuropeMiddle East

Asia PacificMiddle East

IndiaMiddle East

Africa & 
Turkey

Middle East

Spot rates from the UAE to Europe are fal l ing as carr iers offer 
more available space.  



©2026 PSA International Pte. Ltd. |  ©2026 BDP International Inc. |  All  r ights reserved

Trade Lane Details
A I R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

There are no further restr ict ions due to  Covid -19 .  Fl ight  f requencies and 
capacit ies are back to  normal

There are no further restr ict ions  due to  Covid-19 .  Fl ight  
f requencies and capacit ies are back to  normal

There are no further restr ict ions due to  Covid-19 .  Fl ight  f requencies and 
capacit ies are back to  normal

There are no further restr ict ions due to  Covid-19 .  Fl ight  f requencies and 
capacit ies are back to  normal

There are no further restr ict ions due to  Covid -19 .  Fl ight  f requencies and 
capacit ies are back to  normal

There are no further restr ict ions  due to  Covid-19 .  Fl ight  f requencies and 
capacit ies are back to  normal
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